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Resources for Conservators Working with Indigenous Ancestors1  
 
This is an evolving document. Please contact the author at fiona@grahamconservation.com if 
you have additions to suggest. The latest version is available at www.grahamconservation.com  
Thank you! 
 
If you are new to this subject, you may wish to begin by exploring the references with an 
asterisk*. 
 
See also the related list Anti-racism and decolonization resources for conservators. 
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Anaya, Tamia, et al. “Indigenous Futures and Collaborative Conservation.” Untold Stories,  

Untold Stories, Aug. 2019, www.untoldstories.live/s/Untold-Stories-2019-Report.pdf. 
Keywords: conservation; Indigenous Ancestors; Indigenous peoples; museums 

 
Anderson, Jane. “Negotiating Who ‘Owns’ Penobscot Culture,” Anthropological Quarterly, vol.  

91 no. 1, 2018. pp. 267-306. 
Keywords: ownership; access; Indigenous cultural heritage; museums 

 
Anti-Colonial Research Library. www.anticolonialresearchlibrary.org. Accessed 5 Jan. 2024. 
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Assembly of First Nations and Canadian Museums Association. “Turning the Page: Forging  
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1 The appropriate word used to describe objects from Indigenous cultures that are now in collecting institutions 
differs depending on the community of origin. Ancestors or belongings are two common terms. Whenever possible, 
please consult the community of origin to learn the appropriate terminology. 
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Keywords: conservation; Indigenous Ancestors 

 
Conaty, Gerald T., Ed. We are Coming Home: Repatriation and the Restoration of Blackfoot  
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Keywords: collaboration; museums; Indigenous peoples 

 
Indigenous Corporate Training Inc. “23 Tips On What Not To Say Or Do When Working  

Effectively With Indigenous Peoples.” 2019. Accessed January 4, 2024. 
https://www.ictinc.ca/23-tips-on-what-not-to-say-or-do 
Keywords: Indigenous peoples; protocol; Canada 

 
Indigenous Corporate Training Inc. “27 Tips On What To Say Or Do When Working Effectively  

With Indigenous Peoples.” 2019. Accessed January 4, 2024. 
https://www.ictinc.ca/27-tips-on-what-to-say-and-do 
Keywords: Indigenous peoples; protocol; Canada 

 
*Indigenous Heritage Circle. “First Peoples’ Cultural Council Fact Sheet 10:  

Recommendations for supporting Indigenous Cultural Heritage.” September 2019. 
Accessed January 4, 2024. 
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Keywords: Indigenous Ancestors; repatriation; access; Canada 

 
International Council of Museums. “From Decolonization to Indigenization: The Road to  
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*Lathrop, Nicole. “The Role of Museums in Caring for Collections of Spiritual Significance.”  

Master’s dissertation, University of Queensland, 2016. Accessed 5 January 2024. 
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Keywords: Indigenous Ancestors; libraries; archives; Canada 

 
*Little Bear, Leroy. “Jagged Worldviews Colliding.” Reclaiming Indigenous Voice and Vision.  

Marie Battiste (Ed.) Vancouver: UBC Press, 2000, pp. 77-85. 
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Morse, B. “Indigenous human rights and knowledge in archives, museums, and libraries: some  

international perspectives with specific reference to New Zealand and Canada.” Archival 
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